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Living in the Sukkah on Shemini Atseret

A note from Rabbi Gradofsky: The material below are sources that | feel are importarg pért
the discussion on whether or noidwell in the sukkah on Shemini Atseret (outside Is. Each
person should consult their halachic authority on this matter. | shateersonal conclusions
below.

Note that in general where | refer to "sitting” in the sukkah, | refer to all activities performed in
the sukkah, e.g. eating, sleeping (where possible), etc.
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LEGAL STATEMENT: Rabbi Judah said in the name of Rab Samuel bar Shelat, who said in the
name of Rab: The 8th [day] which [has the] doubt[ful status of beirjgstheenth [day], is
[treated as the] seventh for [purposes of] Sukkah, and eight [for purpfyd@essing (Rashi:
N NINY INOOPNRYN DY IR YITPY PYHN NOI2) NYana MIRY - that in his prayers, grace after meals,
and kiddush, he says "this eight day the fesival of assembly". #&liiR'ochanan said: [it is
treated as the] eight for each (i.e. for sukkah and for blessing).
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QUALIFYING STATEMENT: [Whether one should] sit, all agree ttivee sit.
Where do they disagree? (p. 47a) Regarding [the blessing] (Fn>o2a awb -
[making the blessing] "to sit in the sukkah"), according to the one wf® s
"seventh for purposes of Sukkah", we also bless, according to the onaythat s
"eighth for each", we do not bless (Ras N1 13»m , 15y M0 DY PRI ,NXIN IPHYT
TN NARY AN OPNY DY NN - 19720 11070 ROT - 1oL [, my because it is the
eighth, and the name "sukkot" does not apply to it. And this is [wratedch"
[means] - "for sukkah" [refers to] that we don't bless [upon sithintge sukkah],
"for blessing" [refers to] "this eight day the festival of assembly"
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LEGAL STATEMENT: Rabbi Joseph said: Hold on to the words
of Rabbi Yochanan, for Rab Hunah bar Bizna and all the sages of
the generation went to the Sukkah on the 8th [day] which [has the]
doubt[ful status of being the] seventh [day] and they would sit and

not bless.
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ATTACH QUESTION: Perhaps they thought in
accord with the one who says that once you have
blessed on the first day one does not bless again
(and so the fact that they did not say a blessing may
not prove that one does not say a blessing on the
eighth day).
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ANSWER: They knew that [the sages] had come
from the pasture grounds (Ras n2011vw 89 . . .
Ann > Y5 and they did had sat in the sukkah the
whole holiday). (Therefore, the fact that they didn't
say a blessing on the eight day is dispositive).
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ALTERNATE QUALIFYING STATEMENT: Some say: [Whether ondauld]
bless, all agree that we don't bless. Where do they disaffResgfarding] sitting.
According to the one who says "seventh for purposes of Sukkah,” we sit,
according to the one who says "eighth for each," we also don't sit.
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LEGAL STATEMENT: Rab Yosef stated: Hold on to the words of
Rabbi Yochanan, because the master that you heard [this
statement] from waRab Samuel bar Shelat, and on The 8th [day]
which [has the] doubt[ful status of being the] seventh [day] he sat
outside the sukkah.
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LEGAL STATEMENT: *The law is we sit [but] do not bless.

* The word 'xno9m - the law" often introduces a halachic decision that was addedhato
Talmud later.
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In these days, where we do two days of Yom Tov, we sit in the sukkalgfdardays, and on the
eight, which is the first day of Shemini Atseret we sit irbitt we don't bless "[. . . who
commanded us] to sit in the sukkah,” and so too one whose gender is undkeandyogynous
never blesses "[who commanded us] to sit in the sukkah," since theglam@bligated [to sit in
the sukkah] from the doubt [as to whether they are a male and thustetlig the sukkah] and

we don't bless [when one does a mitzvah] out of a sense of Response of Rabbi Abraham Ibn
Daud: and so too one whose gender is unclear, or iroggdous never blesses "[who commanded us] ta ghe
sukkah," Abraham says: | see from his words tr@nhen who [sit in the sukkah only out of a mattdrabioice, do

not bless at all, but not everyone agrees to this.
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... On Shemini [atseret] . . . outside the land [of Israel], wenagle sukkah at night and in the
day, since it is doubtfully] the seventh, and we don't bless on sitting in it . . .
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Bet Yosef is a commentary on the law code known as "Tur." BetfY®she magnum opus of

Rabbi Yosef Karo, who also penned the Shulchan Aruch.
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The Talmud conclude<The law is we sit [but] do not bless.” And Ro"sh (Rabbenu Asher) wrote

that the reason we do not bless is since it is Shemini Atsegetannot bless on the sukkah,

since that would be inconsistent - if it is sukkot, it is not Sheiiseret, it is not a day of

Sukkot. And since it is a doubt (which day it is), we act striettih both. We sit in the sukkah,

but do not bless, and we follow the practices of Yom Tov, which is thefdalyemini Atseret . .

. The Mordechai wrote 'Ravyah explained that since there isogniion that we don't bless as

for the other seven days, it is not an addition (to the Torah prescfildays, which would

violate bal tosif - the law against adding to the Torah), but to sleep in the sukah is forbidden since

it appears that he adds' end of quote. But his words don't appear tapetbe of the halachic

decisors who did not make such a distinction.

My comclusion: One should sit in the sukkah on Shemini Atseret without a blessingn tBaugh
the part of the Talmud which says this is the rule may besndadition, it was still probably added
by some Rabbi of the Geonic period, which deserves some weight. Séloisnds a Torah
commandment, and since we doubt whether the 8th day is really the 7amdlalyus subject to a
Torah command to sit in the sukkah, we should err on the side of fulfiliedrorah command.
Finally, there are two versions of the debate on this issue in the Talmud. Ther§irsh\(i.e. before
the>mnT 8o>N) concludes that we should sit in the sukkah. As a general rule patiyusliow the
first rather than the second version of any debate presented in the Talmud.



