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A Failure of Leadership
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And it was at the time that the judges judged, and there was a famine in the land; and a man from
Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the fields of Moav, he and his wife, and his two sons.
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And it was at the time of that the judges judged (alternatively: that the judges were judged) woe to the
generation that judges its judges, and woe to the generation whose judges need to be judged. As it says,
"they also did not listen to the judges." And who were they? Rav said: They were Barak and Devorah.
Rabbi Joshua ben Levi said: They were Shamgar and Ehud. Rav Hunah said: They were Devorah,

Barak, and Ya'el. "Judge" indicates one, "judges" indicates two, "the judges" indicates three.

Note: I am not aware of any other source discussing Ya'el having the role of a shofet (judge). Rashi

(11th Century France) does pick up on this role of Ya'el in his commentary on the book of Judges:
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In the days of Shamgar ben Anat, in the days of Ya'el - This teaches that Ya'el too judged Israel in

her day.
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Rabbi (Judah the Prince) asked Rabbi Bezalel: what is the meaning of that which is written "for your
mothers have prostituted" (Hosea 2:7)? Is it possible that our matriarch Sarah was a prostitute? He
(Rabbi Bezalel) said to him (Rabbi Judah): God forbid! Rather, when are the words of Torah denigrated
before the am ha'aretz (a term used for the nonobservant Jews of the day)? When their masters denigrate
them.

1PTan 1YYV NYWA PIRND MNIY 91 MINTI PYYI 1IN AT ONDIR LAVINY 1PTIYY NTAR 91 2PY’ 7 RNR

,OMR
Rabbi Avdimi arrived and delivered a lecture (saying): When are the words of Torah made as harlots
before the am ha'aretz? When their masters denigrate them.
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Rabbi Yohanan derived this (principle) from here: "The wisdom of the poor is denigrated" (Ecclesiastes
9:16). Was the wisdom of Rabbi Akiba, who was poor, denigrated? Rather, what does "poor" mean?
Someone who is poor in deeds - for instance a sage who sits and expounds: "Do not pervert justice"
§¢Deuteronomy 16:19), and he perverts justice, "Do not show favoritism [in justice] (id), and he shows
favoritism, "Do not take bribes" (id.), and he takes bribes, "Do not oppress any widow or orphan"
(Exodus 22:21) and he oppresses them.
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Sampson followed his eyes, as it says "I took her (Delilah) because she was fit in my eyes" (Judges 14:3)
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And his father and mother said to him, "was there not amongst the daughters of your brethren nor all my

nation such that you went to take a wife from the uncircumcised Philistines," and Samson said to his
father, "I took her (Delilah) because she was fit in my eyes."
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Gideon worshiped idols, as it says "and Gideon made it into an ephod" (Judges 8:27) there is nothing
more poor (i.e. base) than this. . . .
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Rabbi Chiyah taught: "Do not do evil in justice" (Leviticus 19:15) . . . "Do not do evil in justice
(Leviticus 19:35)," if [this verse refers to] adjudication, this is already stated. So why does it say "in
justice in measuring?" It teaches that the one who measures is called a judge . . .
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(15) Do not do evil in justice, do not raise poor, nor favor the great, judge your fellow with justice.
(35) Do not do evil in justice, in length, weight, or volume.
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The Conversion of Ruth
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(8) And Na'omi said to her two daughters-in-law, "Go, return each woman to the house of her mother,
may the LORD do kindly with you, as you did with those who died, and with me.
(9) May the LORD give you, and may you find rest, each woman in her home," and she kissed them, and
they raised their voices and wept."
(10) And they said to her, "Rather, we will return with you to your people."
(11) And Na'omi said, "Return, my daughters, why should you go with me, do I still have sons in my
womb that could become husbands for you?
(12) Return, my daughters - go - because I am to old to be with a man, for even if I had hope, and if I
swas with a man this night, and gave birth to sons . . .
(16) And Ruth said: "Do not beseech me to abandon you and to turn away from you, for wherever you go
I will go; and wherever you lie, I will lie; your nation is my nation and your G-d is my G-d.
(17) Wherever you die I will die; and there I will be buried; may G-d do this for me and more, for death
will separate me from you."
(18) And she (Naomi) saw that her (Ruth's) resolve was strengthened to go with her, and she stopped
speaking to her.
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Return my daughters - go Rabbi Samul ben Nachmani said in the name of Rabbi Yudan bar Chaninah:
Three times it is written "return . . . return . . . return," parallel to the three times that we push away a
convert. And if they trouble themselves furhter (to convert), then we receive them. Said Rabbi Yitzcahk:
"No stranger slept outside" (Job 31:32) - one should always push away with the left, and bring closer
with the right.
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Three people had a good thought and G-d revealed their thoughts to everyone, and these are: Reuven,
Tamar, and Ruth. Reuven wished to save Joseph as it is said "And Reuven said to them do not spill
blood (Gen: 37:22)." And how do we know that G-d revealed his thoughts to everyone?. As it is said:
"Reuven shall live [and not die]" (Deut. 33:6). "Reuven shall live" through the merit of Joseph, "an shall
not die" in the sin of (his consorting with) Bilhah. Tamar Thought to herself and said "A great string can
come out of this righteous man (Yehuda)." And how do whe know that her thoughts were revealed to
everyone? From the fact that she went and was married to Yehuda and Perets' and Zerach were born
from him. Ruth though in her heart and said to her mother in law, "Your nation is my nation, and your
G-d is my G-d; wherever you die I will die, and there I will be buried" (Ruth 16-17). And from where do
we know that G-d revealed her thoughts to everyone? Because she went and was married to Boaz, as it
says, "And Boaz begat Oved, and Oved begot Yishay and Yishay begat David," (Ruth 4:21-22) and
David reigned in this world, and will reign in the world to come.

'Note that Boaz was a direct descendant of Perets.
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(Regarding one who wishes to convert) "We don't go into great detail for him, and we don't investigate
him." Rabbi Elazar asked: "What is the source for this." It is written: "And she (Naomi) saw that her
(Ruth's) resolve was strengthened to go with her, and she stopped speaking to her." (Ruth 1:18).
- She (Naomi) said to her (Ruth) "We have a prohibition of Sabbath Borders" (Ruth replied)
"Wherever you go I will go."
- (Naomi said to Ruth) "Yichud (privacy between an man and a woman outside of matrimony) is
forbidden to us." (Ruth Replied) "Wherever you lie, I will lie." (Ruth 1:16)
-(Naomi said to Ruth) "We concern ourselves with 613 commandments.”" (Ruth Replied) "Your
nation is my nation."
- (Naomi said to Ruth) "Idol worship is forbidden to us." (Ruth Replied) "Your G-d is my G-d."
(Ruth 1:16)
- (Naomi said to Ruth) "four forms of the death penalty were given to our courts." (Ruth
Replied) "As you die, so shall I die."
- (Naomi said to Ruth) "Two graves were given to the court." (Ruth Replied) "And there I shall
be buried."
Immediately (after this conversation) "And Naomi saw that Ruth's resolve was strong."



Midrash on the Book of Ruth n7a
Copr. 2006 Rabbi Noah Gradofsky

Midrash on Ruth Chapter 2 2 nw19 (X9) a7

TV PAON XD ODY RONN KD N NN P2 OWON IR NN ,TINKND IV TATYY 22 O¥)X9N OX MO IMRM [3V] 25
N2XNNN T 29Y) NYNYY 11D NINK Y XDV TT DY 2010 NON NNNY YNYT DIPN Y910, TINNND WD T30 0
, DY MNOOPIP ON2D) MNXILVNON MNAY 190 HRIY NN DY 1997 PN N2 DD NINNX D) MODN 1D NITD
MY TUNI 1Y NINN NN OV PRY NP2 NTD ONIW DY 1597 PR ONA ND NINN,TON DN GUN HN DD NINN
IND ANY ONON PIIRY,NIINTN PYUNY DN ONY 7Oy, PON

* And Ruth said: Do not beseech me to abandon you and to turn away from you." (Ruth 1:16) What
does "Do not beseech me" mean? She (Ruth) said to her (Naomi) "do not sin upon me, and do not
withhold your misfortunes away from me (see XV wATH below) ; (to have me) leave and turn away
from you, regardless my intentions are to convert, but it is better that that be at your hands than at the
hands of another." When Naomi heard this, she began to present the laws of converts.
- She (Naomi) said to her (Ruth), "My daughter, it isn't the way for women of Israel to go to
theaters and to thier places of amusement." She (Ruth) said to her (Naomi) "Wherever you go I
will go."
- She (Naomi) said to her (Ruth), "My daughter, it isn't the way for people of Israel to live in a
house that doesn't have a Mezuzah." She (Ruth) said to her (Naomi) "Wherever you lie I will
lie."
- "Your nation is my nation" (Ruth 1:16) refers to punishments and warnings
- "Your G-d is my G-d" (Ruth 1:16) refers to the rest of the commandments.
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An alternative explanation: "Where you go I will go" refers to the Tent of Testimony, to Gilgal, to Shilo,
to Nov, to Givon, and to the permanent Temple. "Where you lie I will lie" means "I shall lodge by my
sacrifices." (Soncino: Deuteronomy 16:7 was interpreted to require that one must lodge in Jerusalem the
night of the Festivals after the Festival offering had been made). "Your nation is my nation" refers to
abandoning idol worship, and "your G-d is my G-d" is to pay the reward of my work.
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"Where you die I will die" these are the four death penalties of the court - stoning, burning, decapitations
and strangulation. "And there I will be buried" these are the two cemeteries that are prepared for the
court - one for those who are stoned or burned, one for those who are decapitated or strangled. "may
G-d do this for me and more," she (Naomi) said to her (Ruth) "my daughter collect all the mitsvot and
good deeds that you can in this world, for in the world to come "death will separate me from you." (Ruth
1:17, note that this midrash seems to change the speaker of this phrase).
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"Return my daughters - go," (Ruth 1:13) two times. From this you learn that we deny a convert twice.
Rabbi Hiyya said, "Do not believe in a convert up until 24 generations, that he retains his corruption."
But when the convert receives upon himself the yoke of G-d through love and fear, and converts for the
sake of heaven, G-d doesn't return him as it says, "And (G-d) loves the stranger to give him bread and
clothing (Deut 10:18)" G-d gave 18 warnings regarding the convert, and parallel to that on idol worship.
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Two women gave themselves to the tribe of Judah, Tamar and Ruth. Tamar cried "I shall not go away
empty from this house (i.e. without child). And Ruth every time her mother in law told her to go she
would cry, as it is said "and they raised their voices and cried." (Ruth 1:14) And in the end, "Orpah
kissed her mother in law and Ruth clinged to her." (Ruth 1:14) They said on that night that 100
Philistenes violated her and Goliath the Philistnee was born from her. Naomi began to encourage Ruth
that she also should return, and ™" began to pray before her. "I am the daughter of kings, I am the
daughter of great people, and I cling to your maidservant. I think that I will acquire your name in this
world." And Ruth said "I cannot return to my family and to the corruption of the idol worship of my
fathers house."

- Thereafter she (Naomi) said to her (Ruth), "My daughter, it is forbidden to go beyond 2000

nnN on Nav." She (Ruth) said to her (Naomi) "Wherever you go I will go."

- She (Naomi) said to her (Ruth), "It is forbidden for us to be in privacy with an unmarried

person, all the more so with a married person." She (Ruth) said to her (Naomi) "Wherever you

lie I will lie."

- She (Naomi) said to her (Ruth), "Bestiality is forbidden to us." She (Ruth) said to her (Naomi)

"Your nation is my nation."

- She (Naomi) said to her (Ruth), "Idol worship is forbidden to us." She (Ruth) said to her

(Naomi) "Your G-d is my G-d"

- She (Naomi) said to her (Ruth), "Four death penalties are given to our court." She (Ruth) said

to her (Naomi) "As you die I will die."

- She (Naomi) said to her (Ruth), "Two cemeteries are prepared for the court." She (Ruth) said to

her (Naomi) "And there I will be buried"

- She (Naomi) said to her (Ruth), She (Naomi) said to her (Ruth), "Perhaps you think 'as my

sister (i.e. Orpah) abandons you and clings to another family and was taken from there, that

should I do the same it will be bad for me as it was bad for her." (Ruth responded) "Thus should

G-d do to me and more."
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When Naomi saw that she (Ruth) accepted the difficulties upon herself with a great cry, and her mercy
was brought up, and it became difficult for her and she accepted her (Ruth). She ended her requests and
her (Naomi's) troubling her (Ruth). That is what is written, "And (Naomi) saw that (Ruth's) strength was
resolved to go with her, and she stopped talking to her."
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"Many daughters have done well, but you exceed them all." - This is Ruth, who entered under the wings
of the Shechina.
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"Charm is deceit and beauty is vane." That she left her mother and father and her riches and went with
her mother in law and accepted the mitsvot. (She accepted) the Sabbath border - "Wherever you go I
will go. The prohibition of privacy with a man - "And wherever you lie I will lie." The 613
commandments - "Your nation is my nation. (The prohibition of) idol worship - "Your G-d is my G-d."
The 4 death penalties of the court - "As you die I will die." "And there I will be buried," - these are the
two cemeteries that are prepared for the court, one for those who are killed through stoning or burning,
an one for those who are killed through decapitation or strangulation. Therefore, she (Ruth) merited, and
from her came David who praised G-d through songs and praises. Therefore it is said:
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"Give her the fruit of her hands and let her actions praise her in the gates." Be strong in morals, keep the
Torah, and therefore be removed from the evil inclination.
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