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Music/Live Music Post Destruction and the Ceasing of the Sanhedrin
By: Rabbi Noah Gradofsky

Note: Translations within this paper are my own. Translations in the appendix are as indicated.

QUESTION: Is listening to music/live music! permitted after the destruction of the Temple? Is
any existent prohibition limited to places of drinking? Is there a difference between instrumental
and vocal music?

SUMMARY: This paper presents a review of the Talmudic sources regarding the alleged
restriction on music after the destruction of the Second Temple and the Sanhedrin's ceasing to
operate. A review of the standard understanding of these sources by the medieval rabbis is
presented along with an alternative understanding of the Talmudic sources and the halacha that
comes out of these. The general conclusions are:

1. If the Mishnah presents any limitation on music, that restriction is only on music in
the nnwn M2 (party halls, bars, etc).

2. The more expansive restrictions introduced by Rav Huna were annulled by Rav
Chisda and should have no legal force.

3. In all likelihood, the Mishnah presents not a restriction on music, but a sociological
observation that a certain celebratory spirit was lost after the the ceasing of the
Sanhedrin.

4. The restrictions introduced by Rav Huna were based on complaints toward the base
nature of the songs, and not because of a sense of mourning. A Rabbi would do well
to limit music (a) To the extent such music is actually of a base nature; and (b) to the
extent of the Rabbi's authority.

DISCUSSION:
Talmudic Sources

Mishnah Sotah 9:11 (BT 48a) tells us:

1IN KDY PYA +T DY+ INNIY ,MINDIWNN NN PYN DO - PITIID NDVAYN NN

2om
When the Sanhedrin ceased, songs ceased from the party halls (lit. "places of drinking"),
as it is said: "In song you shall not drink wine . . ."?

It is generally understood that this Mishnah forbids singing, at least at places like bars.

The Babylonian Talmud opens by questioning how the Mishnah connects the end of song with

I Recorded music is a new phenomenon. Whether halachic restrictions on music should be
applied to this phenomenon is an interesting question, but will not be addressed in this paper.

2 Throughout this paper, sources will be cited with only the most directly related part of the text.
The appendix below has more extended quotations of most of the sources cited here.

3 Isaiah 24:9.
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the ceasing of the Sanhedrin, and cites the verse from Lamentations 5:14: "2y y¥n on)pY
DNYNN ONN2 the elders have ceased from the gates, the young men [have ceased] from their
songs." The Babylonian Talmud continues with a number of negative statements concerning
those who engage in music in the post-Temple era. Within this text, we are told:

NIIT MNNX NINND OP ,XINT D02 XNN 27 PON -OIXRTNT OIW - 3IP2T YT RIAT : XD 27 IIN
NONWN KDY NIITD NINNX ORYDN 712 521197 XTON 27 RN IYDN NI XTI OVN NIRD NINRND)

Rav Hunah said: The songs of sailors and ploughmen are permitted, [while the songs of]
weavers are forbidden. Rav Hunah abolished singing, and one hundred geese came to be
priced at a zuz, and one hundred seahs of wheat at a zuz, and was not wanted.* Rav
Chisda came and disregarded it (Rav Hunah's decree) and a goose would be desired for
a zuz, and could not be found.>

It is not immediately apparent whether Rav Hunah's ruling(s) represents an interpretation of the
Mishnah or an expansion of the Mishnah, although to the extent the Mishnah limits its remarks
to the NnNwN N3, some amount of expansion is indicated. The Talmud also tells us here that Rav
Hunah's prohibition of singing led to significant financial distress, after which Rav Chisda
annulled Rav Hunah's decree.

The Talmud Yerushalmi, Megillah 3:2, p. 74a, reports that Mar Ukba, who, significantly,
was Rav Huna's successor as Exilarch and also Rav Chisda's teacher® complained to the Exilarch

about his waking up to music, based on the verse "Do not rejoice, Israel as other nations exult . . .
H7

Also in the Talmud Yerushalmi (Sotah 9:12 p. 24b) we find the following opening to the
discussion of our Mishnah:

PRY PYOY DN PYA 1923 2127 IR PRI DY PITMID NNDOR NN MNIYRID XTON 27 DN
PYWA ND2) 12T MIIN YN DY PATNIO NN

Rav Chisda said: Originally, awe of the Sanhedrin was upon them, so that they would not
say base things in song. However, now that the awe of the Sanhedrin is not upon them,
they say base things in song.

In the Babylonian Talmud, Gittin 7a it is reported:

4 Le. prices fell precipitously, so that no one would be interested to purchase 100 geese for one
Zuz.

5 Le. prices went up so that even if you wanted to purchase one goose for a zuz, you could not
find a seller.

6 Encyclopedia Judaica "Ukba, Mar" indicates that this succession is per Sherira Gaon. The exact
fact of this succession seems difficult considering the fact that this Talmud Yerushalmi reports
Mar Ukba complaining to the Exilarch.

7Hosea 9:1. The Yerushalmi text is as follows: DY) 70T MNT XM ¥ID AN NSV NAPIWY N
97 DN DMYI NHYN ONX ORI PIna. Mar Ukba sent a letter to the Exilarch who would go to
sleep and awake to songs, "Do not rejoice, Israel, as other nations exult."”
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95 DN HNIY NNYN DX +'0 YU+ : 1IN0 NI DOV 7PONT 1P NIND NINDT : NAPIW MY 7Y INHY
NI NPT, NINDNDOIN IPMIYD 90W 900 1IN XD PYA +779 3PV + : XONN INY NOWD) .0M0ya
D7D PIY NDIDT DAN,NIDT NIIY

They sent [a question] to Mar Ukba: From where do we know that singing is forbidden?
He drew lines and wrote to them: "Do not rejoice, Israel as other nations exult . . .." But
let him send [an explanation that bases the prohibition] from here: "In song you shall not
drink wine liquor will be bitter to its drinkers!" If [he had sent to them that the
prohibition was based on that verse," I would have said that these words [the prohibition
of music] applies only to instrumental song, but not vocal song. He teaches us [that even
vocal music is prohibited].

Here, the Talmud expresses surprise that when Mar Ukba did not cite the verse "In song
you shall not drink wine." Perhaps the Talmud's surprise emanates from the fact that this is the
verse referred to in the Mishnah. The Talmud explains that reference to the verse "In song"
might have indicated a prohibition only of instrumental music, but the verse "do not rejoice"
demonstrates that vocal music is part of the prohibition as well.
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Analysis of Later Sources

In his commentary on Gittin 7a, Rashi (sv X717) indicates that the question asked of Mar
Ukba concerned music in a nnwn na.8 It seems that Rashi would read Mar Ukba as explaining a
prohibition of music, both vocal and instrumental, within the nnwn mAa.

Tosafot (sv MMONT 1 N NINY) understands Rashi thus, but suggests that Mar Ukba's
complaint regarding the Exilarch waking up to music in Yerushalmi Megillah suggests a
prohibition beyond the nnwn ma. Tosafot suggests that we should take care to follow the
Yerushalmi. One might question the Tosafot as to why we should accept a stricter view
indicated in the Yerushalmi in a matter of a rabbinic restriction. However, to the extent that the
Yerushalmi is seen as elucidating the discussion in the Bavli, this is quite understandable. It is
also worth noting that Mar Ukba is speaking during the period where Rav Huna's restriction is in
force. Rav Hunah's prohibition, which discusses singing within a work context, clearly goes
beyond the nnwn n>a (and probably is not restricted to any particular context). This may help
explain why Mar Ukba appeals to the verse in Hosea, rather than the verse of Isaiah cited by the
Mishnah - Mar Ukba may well be explaining Rav Huna's decree, rather than the words of the
Mishnah. To the extent this is the case, then indeed the discussion in Gittin does discuss a
restriction that goes beyond nnwn ma. However, since Rav Huna's decree is annulled by Rav
Chisda, these restrictions should likely not be accepted as halacha.?

Maimonides ruling in Ta'anit 5:14 seems to forbid music including instruments in any
location, while forbidding songs with voice only within the nnwn ma:

WNRYO NON) N2 MNYD MOX DY DY 1P O¥1IuN 9331 903 790 51 DY 1932 1D KO 1) 1)
M) 929,17 MY KD P +779 1PYYI+ IINIY NNON PN DY N9 NPY 1IN ,)2NNN NN
00 DY 1NA KXY HND MINTIN DY DY IN MNAWVIN 22T 9D ORIW DD

So too, they decreed not to play musical instruments; and all manner of song and all
makers of noise are forbidden to celebrate with and to listen to them, because of the
destruction. And even vocal singing with wine is forbidden as it says: "In song you shall
not drink wine." But already all of Israel has practiced to say words of praise or songs
of thanksgiving and the like with wine.

However, in a responsum (#224), Maimonides indicates that all forms are music are
forbidden whether within or outside the nnwn noa:

8 Rashi writes: .mMNXNWNN 122 1NWY - KT song [refers to] singing in the part halls.

9 One may, of course, argue that the Gemara in Gittin does not accept Rav Chisda's annulment of
Rav Hunah's decree. However, it seems to me that the Gemara in Sotah, which is far more
explicit and complete a discussion of the matter, should control.
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929 ... ,995 DN DY DXIMIN PX DN, DINON OYD DINIIM I OSYY T NAIVNN
NN NYNYN IX DIMNI DY P IX DTN NWNY P 5TAN PRY +/X /T PO+ TNONN INA
... MON (D) ,NMYXNINN WD NNNY Y TD NOANY 1110 DI NON ,[D910] N2

The answer is known, that songs and music themselves are all forbidden, even if we do
not say words with them at all . . . and the Talmud has already explained that there is no
difference between listening to songs or tunes on string instruments, or tunes without
words, rather all that brings to joy of the soul and exciting it (the soul) is forbidden. . . .

Rav Moshe Feinstein (Igrot Moshe Orach Chayim 166) surmises that perhaps in the Mishneh
Torah, Maimonides presumes that the discussion in Gittin involves only a prohibition of
instrumental music, which restriction is without regard to location, whereas the Mishnah speaks
of vocal singing, which is restricted only in the Pnwn ma. In his responsum, however,
Maimonides takes the restriction as being a restriction of all music in any location, presumably
based on the discussion in the Gemara in Gittin.

In Shulchan Aruch Orach Chayim 560:3, Rabbi Karo adopts the language of Maimonides
in the Mishneh Torah, presumably restricting vocal song in the nnw» m2 and instrumental music
in any location.!0

It should be noted that early sources such as Rabbi Hay Ga'on and Rabbi Yitzchak Alfasi
(97) indicate that the restriction on songs does not include religious songs.!! This limitation on
the prohibition seems to have gained general acceptance, including in Mishneh Torah 5:1412 and
Shulchan Aruch Orach Chayim 560:3. This is perhaps supported by the indication from Rav
Hunah in Talmud Yerushalmi (Sotah 9:12 p. 24b) that after the Sanhedrin cased to operate
singing "got out of hand," which may indicate that singing of a religious nature was not the
concern.

Based on the above, it seems to me that the best read of the sources is the one indicated
by Rashi, namely that the restriction on music applies only in Pnw» m2 as indicated in the
Mishnah. To the extent that a restriction was added outside of the nnwn 2, that this restriction
was annulled by Rav Chisdah. Although many post talmudic rabbis do not seem particularly
sensitive to the significance of Rav Chisda's ruling, it seems to me that Rashi's apparently lenient
understanding of the Talmud in Gittin is a sufficient basis for permission regarding a rabbinic
law, where doubts should be resolved toward the lenient opinion.

10 Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (Orach Chayim 166) provides some sources that understand both
Maimonides and Karo as restricting all music in any location.

1T See Beth Yoseph Orach Chayim 560 s.v. "MW 902 9mnw 117 vm'".

12 Maimonides language in this regard, " mMNTIN H¥ Y N MNIVIN 12T 190 HRIY DI 1M 729)
AN Oy N2 R8P HNO" perhaps suggests that Maimonides is not so convinced that such singing
is permissible in the classical sense, but that it had become generally accepted as being permitted.
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An Alternative Read of the Halachic Sources

In his commentary on the Toseftah parallel to our Mishnah in Sotah, Rabbi Saul
Liberman writes that both the Tosefta and our Mishnah represent not a rabbinic enactment
against music, but a sociological observation regarding a melancholy that beset the people upon
the loss of the Sanhedrin:

ND D92V 9OUM POND PYN HLIY NON ,PYN NN DV KD PITMONY YYD 10V 29 . . .
.. PNY NNODIND NYON YHWN 391,010 29y

And per its plain meaning, it implies that the Sanhedrin did not ban music, but rather that
music ended on its own, and the liquor in their mouths was not pleasing to them, and this
also appears so from the language of the Tosefta later on.'3

Professor Lieberman continues by discussing the statement of Rav Chisda in the Talmud
Yerushalmi:

27 (9792 1179) ZMIN PN NDY 1PDY PITHIND NN NNPD INYNRIA XTON 29 0N .. . . 005 PD)
NOVAVNY WP PV DDA PIT HININ N DY PITIID NIHOX PRY PYOY IR PV 1Y)
NADIN NN NI PN ;WA D) 12T DININ ON PYIYY PV N72PN MNIYN PY DV PITID

LPND PO,V KD DAN  NMIVND

And in the Talmud Yerushalmi . . . "Rav Chisda said: Originally, awe of the Sanhedrin
was upon them, so that they would not say base things in song. However, now that the
awe of the Sanhedrin is not upon them, they say base things in song.”" And the
explanation is that when the Sanhedrin ceased, songs of praising God ceased from song,
and now they say base words in song. And there is here only addition to our Mishnabh,
not explanation, see below . . .

Rabbi Lieberman's observation is supported by the content and context of the Mishnah's
statement, as well as by the opening comment of the Babylonian Talmud. On its face, the
Mishnabh is descriptive, and not prescriptive. The subject of the Mishnah's statement, " 9w 502
MRNYNN NN, songs ceased from the party halls" is music itself, and not any rabbinic actor
making a proclamation. The Mishnah's prooftext, a the verse from Isaiah, ")» e X5 w2 In
song you shall not drink wine . . . " is predictive language, not prescriptive. Furthermore, this
statement in the Mishnah is part of series of statements about how certain historical tragedies
were met with other losses as well. Each of these statements are statements of history, and not of
halacha. Finally, the prooftext to the Talmud's opening question on this Mishnah also is a verse
that is clearly descriptive, and not prescriptive:

ONPY +N NN+ : RIP IINT YV 27T 71712 XN 27 NN 22N MITMO NYVIVNT RPN
1ONNN DINNIINIAVY WYN

How do we know that (the ceasing of music occurred) when the Sanhedrin ceased. Rav
Hunah son of Rav Yehoshua said: Because scripture states: the elders have ceased from
the gates, the young men [have ceased] from their songs.

13 Tosefta Kifshuta Sotah on Chapter 15 lines 59-60. Note that I personally typed this text, so
that there are likely to be some errors in transcription.
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If we presume that the Mishnah does present any prohibition of music, our read of the
Talmud sources as well as our halachic conclusion change as well. The Babylonian Talmud's
string of Amoraim complaining about people listening to music is a complaint not about their
violation of the Mishnah, nor of their lack of melancholy for the destruction of the Temple, but a
complaint, at least primarily, about the base nature of the songs (which Rav Chisda tells us was
caused by the lack of the Sanhedrin). Any prohibition of singing originated with Rav Hunah,
though he apparently permitted some workers to sing, either because their songs were less
objectionable, or because the singing was more necessary to their work. Rav Hunah's restrictions
proved untenable, and thus were annulled by Rav Chisda.

This read of the Mishnah also helps us understand the statements of Mar Ukba in
Yerushalmi Megillah and Bavli Gittin. The Bavli expresses surprise that Mar Ukba supported
the restriction on music from the verse in Hosea, rather than the verse from Isaiah cited in the
Mishnah. The reasonable explanation is that unlike the Mishnah, Mar Ukbah is looking for
language that supports a prohibition of music, which itself was likely enacted by his predecessor
Rav Hunah, and not by the Mishnah. Note that the verse chosen by Mar Ukbah from Hosea, " Y&
NRYn do not rejoice . . . " is prescriptive language, as opposed to the descriptive language from
Isaiah cited in the Mishnah and from Lamentations cited at the opening to the Babylonian
Talmud.

Although many medieval writers seem to understand there to be a halachic prohibition of
music coming out of the Talmud, Rav Hai Gaon recognized that there was no halachic
prohibition and that Rav Chisda annulled Rav Hunah's restrictions. However, he indicates that
since songs continued to be base, Rav Hunah's restrictions should be reinstated to the extent the
music being sung is base and the rabbi has the ability to successfully restrict the music:
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NINTA DWIY NOOPNN INDIN NI DOV YYD ... NHN YNND 201N MXID I YWY 12T I
.12 92197 7PN [NTON] 291 NINDT ION RN 29 NNT NYY TN 9D

And any manner of licentiousness is best to avoid . . . And whoever's authority is
sufficient to make decrees, and his decrees are established, does so according to the
[needs of] the hour, for Rav Hunah forbid singing, and Rav Chisda after him and
disregarded it.!4

Perhaps Hai Gaon's statement explains the general consensus that developed to prohibit
music in general (at least on paper), while permitting songs of thanksgiving and the like.

It seems, therefore, that the Talmud does not provide a canonical source for any
restriction on music. It is interesting, however, that a blanket restriction is understood by all the
medieval rabbis (although Hai Ga'on understands differently). It may be that at least some sense
of restriction became universally accepted and therefore gained some canonicity (VWS YMN).
However, if anything, any absolute restrictions should be given the least onerous understanding,
and thus prohibit music only in the nnwn n>a (per >7w7). Other music should be restricted based
on the nature of the singing and the authority of the rabbi.

14 NA% PIYDY 177 1) Y220 (PAIN) HNDINY - MYTNN DINNON Mwn (Appears in Otzar haGeonim on
Gittin 7a,Teshuvah 18 and is attributed to Hai Gaon). The following is a larger selection of that
text, as well as a second text attributed to Hai gaon (Ozar haGeonim Teshuvah 19) :

MIPATY YTIT KINT XNN 270N NOTIVINY NN XNMINMD 72 TORT +1D29 WO+ MIYMOTINNI DIAN . . .
DN DY TN PO IVNIT PITY DXININT,MNAD YW YT YY) +X NN NVID+ NON ONTI[T] RINT MY
D2 PYTY NYYA TN NMIRY DN 9T 1N W HOPONAL PYITH DMONIAN 0N ONTIN TP S 1P
12 N PO PNV DT AN PTIY DNYT TI NIX IND ORI IND NN 29 XIY /DY IRND NIYT XD NIMN)
29 7DRTI NHN YNND 20 MINI 1 YWY 92T D) .MINID 12T 12 NI KDY T DX PTY NN 2T
MIPN 2N ODIVAY RN NP ONND NIV WRD 1) MY W INIWND XMINMD OW) 1PV 292) 1IWN qOY
[NTON] 291 XA ION NN 29 XOT NIYY TN 299 NN OWIY NNDMPNN ININ NTD VIV YDV ONIY N

... 9Oy M

D 1270 7215971 - OMININ MWD
DONN 2T HY NIN NN ORIYOYW MPY DY XD 712 DNHT NTON 27 XINDY ION NN 27 IR . . .
YA Y MPADN MOV MINY AT DT PON PRTI 90T MW P2 YT 9T RN 29 /NIX PWINN)
12 PR YD N IPNY XN 29 YPNN 1D 97YNY IRIYWOY MIPYN PN NN P PINRT P2 59 DN
12 N YD PN OMONIADY 0T VAN P POVIND TYONI NITY 12 YN PN DT XYY POYTD) 12T

. 0N PIAYIdN 02T
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Appendix - Further Text and Informal Notes

(Soncino translations)

N NIy NN 97 NI NIYN Y33 MNdN

JM PP INY KD DY T DY+ INNIY  MIRHYNA N3N0 PYN DV - PITNID NYVAYN NN
YWIN IPD,D9I¥ N ,PNRVN YV - PrHNA AINVH .OMNIM DN 1PV - DMYNRIN DINI) INNVYN
29NY DN : YYD 7 PYN,ININ HYAYT N DN 99X 0D 1D NYYIN +2> DONN+ : NIV ORIV TINDN
P 5V N D IDIN ODY . MPIN DYV HVI MDD HVN TP XD ,NPOP 1A PRY DY PN - PrHNa
TN P NINR DV - MIVYNRN LMD (DX DYLN) NXR NDVI - NINVN AN NYON 12 NYHY I .MM
92 XD 29 N 723N TN NYLIAYNT IRNNY /D) 9N NX DD DXAVWIM NI : DPIMIN DIOM
NIAT RYNYT NITIX : 297 IIN 1ONPNIN DN INAY WWN OIPY +1 NN+ : XIP IINT Y 177
.Y NTIN D DA 29N PPN TNV DIP 4+ AN+ : IINIY XD NITIN XN NINT : N2 IINX .IPYN
IINN DITIND TNIONN M HIANR RN ININ PY DITIND TNIONN 7 : PN M INX 1Y NVIN 2D ONND
(NI NN TIYDN) 902 29N NNV, DONNN RODA XINN INNN O 0PN YOV DOUN 17 NN
NI SN 29 9N XN D NNMY LD OTN YT HOUN 17 92 90 IIN AYY NOY TR +TI MY+
NDY NI?2 209N AND ANMY NPTA NN ANN 0P ,NINT D02 XN 29 PON - INTINT 29V - 29PaT Y107
- W) Y)Y I3 MINT GO 27 ININX LNINWN KT NN RMIN INYIIN ;192 DY NTON 29 NN IYIN
D PN M NN LND NP NN OOV NN KPO) ONNDD .NMPID UKD - 1) V) W) DT NMINI9
19T 9DV TP MIWN NN 41 PP+ NIV DYDY NPIYN VNN NI - 0T 0PN NYIIND DMYD
IPANNX NI NN IOV KD N DN XY OPNYN 1P D9M PIN 52 D 7ML, OP0T P> QUi MINRND
MNM ,O2YY 2YT PROANY - 2Y7 ONN ITIADY 020 M) PRINY - NYT 520 MY 1D 199 +N MY+
INNYO MDAY PRINY - YWOIN DAY DTN NWYN +71 1YY+ 71 TODN NONWNY NIIND PRINY - NS DNN
- HYAYN DXMI) 1Y ,NNNDN YN D HI0 TMNY+ NI 172 WITPN NON WX PXY ,N72pD DY
T PN DAY O NIV DY) DINY NDNIN (2 TY) 125 1TPINNK XN NN ,ORIY DY MY PRINY
.12 399 NNRYY NN NN

MISHNAH. WHEN THE SANHEDRIN CEASED [TO FUNCTION], SONG CEASED
FROM THE PLACES OF FEASTING; AS IT IS SAID, THEY SHALL NOT DRINK WINE
WITH A SONG ETC. WHEN THE FORMER PROPHETS26 DIED, THE URIM AND
THUMMIM27 CEASED. WHEN [THE SECOND] TEMPLE WAS DESTROYED, THE
SHAMIR AND NOPHETH ZUFIM28 CEASED, AND MEN OF FAITH DISAPPEARED
FROM ISRAEL; AS IT IS SAID, HELP, LORD, FOR THE GODLY MAN CEASETH ETC.29
RABBAN SIMEON B. GAMALIEL SAYS: R. JOSHUA TESTIFIED THAT FROM THE DAY
THE TEMPLE WAS DESTROYED, THERE IS NO DAY WITHOUT A CURSE, THE DEW
HAS NOT DESCENDED FOR A BLESSING, AND THE FLAVOUR HAS DEPARTED
FROM THE FRUITS. R. JOSE SAYS: THE FATNESS30 WAS ALSO REMOVED FROM

THE FRUITS.

R. SIMEON B. ELEAZAR SAYS; [THE CESSATION OF] PURITY HAS REMOVED TASTE
AND FRAGRANCE [FROM FRUITS]; [THE CESSATION OF] THE TITHES HAS
REMOVED THE FATNESS OF CORN. BUT THE SAGES SAY: IMMORALITY AND
WITCHCRAFT DESTROYED EVERYTHING.

GEMARA. How do we know that the text, ['They shall not drink wine with a song'] — applies
to the time when the Sanhedrin ceased? — R. Huna, son of R. Joshua, said: Because Scripture
states: The elders have ceased from the gate, the young men from their music.31

Rab said: The ear which listens to song should be torn off. Raba said: When there is song in a
house there is destruction on its threshold; as it is stated: Their voice shall sing in the windows,
desolation shall be in the thresholds, for He hath laid bare the cedar work.32 What means 'for he
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hath laid bare ['erah] the cedar work'? — R. Isaac said: Is a house panelled with cedar-wood a
city [irah]?33 But [the meaning is] even a house panelled with cedars will be overthrown
[mithro'ea'].34 R. Ashi said: Infer from this that when destruction begins, it begins on the
threshold; as it is stated: 'Desolation shall be in the thresholds' — Or if you will, deduce it from
here: And the gate is smitten with destruction.35 Mar, son of R. Ashi said: I have personally
seen him,36 and he gores like an ox.

R. Huna said: The singing of sailors and ploughmen is permitted, but that of weavers is
prohibited.37 R. Huna abolished singing, and a hundred geese were priced at a zuz38 and a
hundred se'ahs of wheat at a zuz and there was no demand for them [even at that price];39 R.
Hisda came and [ordered R. Huna's edict to be] disregarded, and a goose was required [even at
the high price of] a zuz but was not to be found.40 R. Joseph said: When men sing and women
join in it is licentiousness; when women sing and men join in it is like fire in tow.41 For what
practical purpose is this mentioned? — To abolish the latter before the former.42

R. Johanan said: Whoever drinks to the accompaniment of the four musical instruments43
brings five punishments to the world; as it is stated: Woe unto them that rise up early in the
morning, that they may follow strong drink, that tarry late into the night, till wine inflame them!
And the harp, and the lute, the tabret and the pipe, and wine, are in their feasts; but they regard
not the work of the Lord.44 What is written after this? "Therefore My people are gone into
captivity for lack of knowledge' — they therefore cause captivity in the world; 'and their
honourable men are famished' — they therefore bring hunger into the world; and their multitude
are parched with thirst45 — they therefore cause Torah to be forgotten by its students. And the
mean man is bowed down and the great man is humbled46 — they therefore cause humiliation
to the haters of God47 — and 'man’ signifies none other than the Holy One, blessed be He, as it
is said: The Lord is a man of war,'48 'and the eyes of the lofty are humbled' they therefore cause
the humiliation of Israel. And what is written after that? Therefore (side B) Sheol hath enlarged
her desire and opened her mouth without measure; and their glory, and their multitude, and their
pomp, and he that rejoiceth among them, descend into it.1

Note: Rav Huna b. R. Yehoshua = 370, R. Hunah = 270. R. Hisda = 300

N TIY T 9T PO NODN DA TION

DY 9 DN ONIW NNYN YN +0 YN+ :1ND AN DLV TPONT 1V NI NINT : NAPW D 7D INOY
JNIDT NIAT NI NRID L NINDN ON IPMYD 90 900 1IN XD PYA +T7D WYY+ - KON IND ROV
Dmap Y NIDIDT DAN

An inquiry was once addressed to Mar 'Ukba: Where does Scripture tell us that it is forbidden [in
these times] to sing [at carousals]? He sent back [the following quotation] written on lines:
Rejoice not, O Israel, unto exultation like the peoples, for thou hast gone astray from thy God.8
Should he not rather have sent the following: They shall not drink wine with music, strong drink
shall be bitter to them that drink it?9 — From this verse I should conclude that only musical
instruments are forbidden, but not song; this I learn [from the other verse].

Mar Ukba = 3rd century, succeeded R. Hunah as exhilarch. R. Hisda succeeded him.

[N 990 19 9] 2 P9 NP NODN YWY NnbN
9% HN DMIYD NNPYN YN DNIYW PIADITA DOXPY PHRT MNMINT XMY) ¥ AN NOYIN NAPY 0D
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I think Ramba"m may get the idea of a difference with voice and 9191 >5> from the explanation of
which verse was used as the explanation. That text could imply that voice-only singing is
forbidden with wine based on "y N> 9wa," while song with instrumentation is forbidden
regardless of where, per ".0>y2 5% YN YR NHWN X"
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