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The Mishnah says that we can't add aliyahs when there are 3 or 4. Then it lists the situations
where there are 5, 6, or 7 aliyahs, and says you can add. Begs the question: Does this permission
include days where there are 5 & 6 aliyahs, or does it apply only on Shabbat, where there are
seven (the last case mentioned). The Talmud does not address this issue, nor does it provide a
rationale for why sometimes we can add aliyahs, and other times we cannot.
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Note: This Tosefta is quoted (more or less) in BT Megillah 23a. There, the Talmud surmises that

there is another version of Rabbi Yishma'el's opinion which brings it in line with the opinion of
the Mishnah.
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Halachot Gedolot and Sa'adya Gaon allowed adding aliyahs on Yom Tov and Yom Kippur.
Interestingly, Sa'adya seems to associate the ability to add on aliyahs with the reading of the
Haftorah, perhaps seeing that reading the haftorah is a demonstration that we are taking our time,
then it stands to reason that any time we read the haftorah we should be able to add aliyahs.
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Rabbi Lieberman seems convinced that the better read of the Mishnah is that one can add aliyahs
on Yom Tov and Yom Kippur. He indicates that the later medieval sources that opine otherwise
were not familiar with the options of earlier rabbis such as Halachot Gedolot, Halachot Pesukot,
Sa'adya Gaon, etc.
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Rashi rationalizes that the reason why we can not add aliyahs on weekdays is because it would
keep people from getting to their work, a reason which would not apply on holidays.
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Rambam allows adding aliyahs on Yom Tov and Yom Kippur.
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Rabbi Karo does not explicitly take a position on whether additional people can be called on
Yom Tov or Yom Kippur. Rabbi Isserless in his gloss indicates that halachically it can be done,
but as practice it is not done, except on Simchat Torah.

CONCLUSION: It seems clear to me that classical halacha will allow extra aliyas on Yom
Kippur and Holidays. Since this is not common practice, there is probably no reason to go
breaking down walls to allow this. However, if a situation comes up where it is necessary, it
would seem proper to allow the extra aliyah. Of course, the general caveat applies: Adding
aliyahs makes the service take longer, which can lead to a tircha d'tsibura. For this reason, I try
to avoid added aliyahs when at all possible, even in Saturday morning.



