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What Haftorah Should Be Recited for Shabbat Rosh Chodesh Av
By: Rabbi Noah Gradofsky
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In this Gemara, which lists haftorot for holidays and the like, 8" 29 prescribes Isaiah 1:14
(0211 02w TN "My soul abhors your New Moons and Festivals.") for ax w1n wxy nav. For
other months, the Haftorah would be "v7n »11 n>m" (Isaiah 66:23, often referred to be they first
words of that Haftorah "»~v2 oywn,"Isaiah 66:1)

Note that y~) > and Tosafot below presume that the intent is for this Haftorah to start with
Isaiah 1:10 ("Chazon"). As it is highly unlikely that one would prescribe the same Haftorah two
weeks in a row, it would seem that this prescription is inconstant with the practice of reading
"Chazon" on the Shabbat before Tisha b'Av. Perhaps the Talmud presents an earlier practice of
reading Chazon for ax v1n WX Naw, but eventually the practice morphed into having Chazon
recited on the Shabbat before Tisha b'Av. Ramba"m's ruling below may support this hypothesis.

Note: The Vilna Shas has this statement as being from X737 It is " 5yww 397 77292 7770 V77N
297 o n»v 12" in many manuscripts, see 0190 >21727. This seems to be the text before
some of the rl:abbis sited below.
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The questioner seems to realize that the prescription in the Gemara for ax w1n wx1 nav would
create a redundancy for the Haftorah for "Shabbat Chazon." The Gaon indicates that on nav
wTIN WX the Talmud is prescribing as the Haftorah Isaiah 1:1 (starting with "Chazon") through
1:19, although common practice extended this recitation to Isaiah 2:5. For the Shabbat before
Tisha b'Av the practice is to read Jeremiah 6:16 and following (9577 Yy y1ay), although others
had the practice to read Isaiah 22:1 and following ()»tn N Nwn).
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Tosafot notes that practice in their area was not to follow this Gemara, but instead to read the
pre-Tisha b'Av Haftorot described in Xnp>09 (note: I haven't been able to find this text of
Pesikta yet). Interestingly, they argue that the prescription of Isaiah 1:14 is inconsistent with the
Halacha that mourning for the loss of the Temple begins only begins with the week that contains
Tisha b'Av (see Mishna Ta'anit 26b and BT Ta'anit 29b-30a).! It is not clear to me why reciting
Isaiah 1:14 on a8 wTn WK is any more inconsistent with this rule than reading this verse as part
of !N VAN on the Naw which precedes Tisha b'Av (which is still not the week of Tisha b'Av).
Further, it is not clear why this Haftorah is any more "mourning pracitce" than the other Haftorot
of rebuke traditionally recited Perhaps Tosafot is simply saying that we should not follow 27's
opinion as the Haftorah, because the halacha does not follow his opinion on other matters
concerning Tisha b'Av.2
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Ramba"m sites the Halacha in accordance with the Gemara, that Isaiah 1:14 is recited as part of
the Haftorah for ax w1n wxy maw. He also mentions as a M (seemingly here meaning an
acceptable practice not attested to in the rabbinic sources) to have special Haftorot for the three
weeks before Tisha b'Av.? Note that Ramba''m's Haftorot are different than common
practice. Chazon (Isaiah 1:1 through at least 1:14, presumably, but perhaps going through
1:20) begins with the second shabbat, while the last Haftorah includes and/or begins with
Isaiah 1:21 (09 novn n3'N). He does not mention the recitation of 924 ywnv (Jeremiah 2:4)
which is commonly recited as the second of the three Haftorot. Note that this obviates the

question of whether the three haftorot before Tisha b'Av overrides the reading for nav
AN YN WNAY, as they are one in the same!

I This is quite ironic given the general Ashkenazi practice of extending certain mourning rituals
to the so called "three weeks." One would have to presume that Tosafot would reject this
practice.

2 Regarding Tosafot's argument that we ignore the Mishnah's prescription of a reading for fast
days, note that 090 noY1n does not necessarily contradict the Mishnah. The Mishnah
(Megillah 3:6, BT 31a) mentions that we read the m>5) m>92 on fast days, but this could well
be referring only to fast days for rain. (: 1) ©910 NOON states " YaW) AN NYYN DY NPIYNDY . . .
., UN DN NINK MY DINR , M55 MO ,0MIW) NPSY DY NMININN." 072107 accepts this as
halacha in n>:» n>an ma5n.

3 He mentions the seven weeks after as well, though I have deleted that text.
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Hagahot Maimoniot notes some consternation regarding the failure to follow the Gemara's
indicated Haftorah for ax wmn wxy nav, including one Rabbi walking out of shul angrily (see, it

even happened back then)!
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Tur mentions X5 D IwN for NIVAN for wTIN YN NaY, stating that there is no exception for the
7 weeks of consolation. He makes no indication concerning the Haftorah for ax wmin wxy nawv.
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92nnN )71 recognizes that Tur does not seem to make the special Haftoras around Tisha b'Av
an exception to saying N0 Dawn. 12nnn "IN, however, accepts the view of those who say
that w1n WX should not interrupt the Tisha b'Av related Haftorahs. The fact that 'v5 omwn is
found in the Talmud is not considered relevant to deciding if it overrides the special Haftorahs
around Tisha b'Av, based on Tosafot's analysis (90 102 references a different Tosafot with the
same message). A suggestion is also made to add the first and last verses of the Haftorah for
Rosh Chodesh. Like Tur, 92annn Y95 makes no mention of the Talmud's prescription of ©2wTn
027 for AN YTIN WNI NIV,
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92NN Y91 indicates that Y85 0Mwn for w1n WX overrides all other haftorot, except wTn wx9
29N where NI N7y overrides. 817 says the practice in his area was to recite ‘85 01w (he
does not say if he agrees with this practice, but he probably does). He says the practice is for
WwnY to override YXDD ©MWN on aX N7, but he disagrees with this practice and believes that
where this practice is not set, 'R0 ©wn should be recited. He also mentions that '8©5 DwN
would not override any of the "4 parshas" from Purim/Passover time.
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CONCLUSION: It seems to me best to follow the prescription of the Gemra, and recite Chazon
on A ¥1N WX Nav. Per N X1v, this recitation should begin with Isaiah 1:1 and continue
through Isaiah 1:19 (or, if the rest of this chapter is not going to be recited on the next Shabbat,
one could continue as far as Isaiah 2:5). On the subsequent Shabbat, which would be ywn 17y
ana, the Haftorah could follow the two suggestions provided by yn) 89w (Jeremiah 6:16 or
Isaiah 22:1), or, as indicated by ©”72m1, the continuation Haftorah Chazon, beginning with (or at
least including) Mo NN N»N. Ramba"m's practice would be logistically easiest, as this
reading would is part of Haftorat Chazon in most printed chumashim. Although the above is not
the general custom, following the Talmud is preferable to following a custom which may well
have developed accidentally. Tosafot's argument that the opinion of the Talmud should be
rejected because it represents the opinion of 19, who held that mourning practice should start
from ax w1IN WK is not particularly convincing. Nor is the argument that we should reject a
Talmud based on a practice supported by a less than canonical source (Pesikta).

It is worth pointing out that there is clearly some discretion as to choice of Haftorah, as

demonstrated in BT Megillah 31a: 7099 N5w1a 1 PP NOA DY PNINKD 20 DY . .. : P NN
VTP NN TN 9200 NNDY NN IR PIAR ININX 0PN TW PPV ;7020 9 9NN, TIT 12T

NID2 NOVW NI2THA YOS NP2,  In truth, the requirement of reading Torah and Haftorah is
probably fulfilled by reading any section of Torah and Prophets. The question is what reading is
deemed most appropriate. It seems to me the Haftorah specified in the Talmud is most
appropriate. The current practice of reading 927 wnw for AR wTIN WX NaV is most troubling
because of its lack of any reference to w¥1In w9, which seems to be one of the factors leading to
the choice of Isaiah 1:14 as a proper reading for ax w10 w1 navw. The suggested band-aid of
adding the first and last verses of the regular Haftorah for v¥1yn wx1 naw of course is troubling in
that it violates the precept of N2 o110 PR (BT Megillah 24a, cf nxown ndan madn 07amy
» 1991 2> PI9 D9, N PYD THP Y0 0»N NN T IN9w). Reading the standard Haftorah for
VTN UKD NaV is better, as it makes reference to wTin w1, Although it has less of the sense of
rebuke that seems to also lead to the choice of Isaiah 1, there are at least some critical words in
the regular Haftorah for w1n wxy naw. Nonetheless, the choice of Isaiah 1 seems most
appropriate.



